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SUBJECT: MOBUTU TO NORTH KOREA IN SEARCH OF ARMS? 

1. MOBUTU'S DECISION TO PAY OPPICIAL VISIT TO NORTH KOREA IN SECOND 
WEEK DEC AND PRESUMABLY CHINA INFORMALLY, IS DIRECT OUTGROWTH 
SOVIET REQUEST THAT HE POSTPONE SCHEDULED DEC 9 VISIT TO 
MOSCOW. MOBUTU, I WOULD SURMISE, IS FURIOUS AT SOVIET 
"INSULT " AND QUICKLY MOVED TO PICK UP NORTH KOREAN OPTION 
WHICH MONTH AGO HE HAD TOLD EASUM AND ME HE HAD RULED OUT 
POR TIME BEING. WHILE WE HAVE ONE RUMOR HE MAY STILL GO 
TO MOSCOW IN NEAR FUTURE, I THINK THAT HIGHLY UNLIKELY. 

RATHER, IT SEEMS CLEAR HE WILL CONCLUDE MAJOR ARMS DEAL 
WITH NORTH KOREANS AND PROBABLY SEEK INCREASED CHINESE 
SUPPORT AS WELL. WE HAVE ALREADY SEEN THE EFPECT OP THIS 
ON OUR SHORT TERM INTERESTS IN THE HANDLING OP KHMER 
ISSUE IN UNGA AND WE LIKELY TO SEE SWITCH ON KOREA AS 
WELL. MOBUTU'S PAST ASSURANCES OP NEUTRALITY AND OP 
WILLINGNESS VISIT SEOUL BEPORE GOING TO PYONGYANG 
PROBABLY WERE SWEPT ASIDE IN REACTION TO MOSCOW REBUPP. 

EPPECT UPON OUR LONG TERM INTERESTS IS HARDER TO JUDGE. 

WHILE ONE IS TEMPTED TO SAY ZAIRIAN ARMED PORCES AND 

NORTH KOREANS DESERVE EACH OTHER, THAT EVENTUALLY FORESEEABLE 
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DIPFICULTIES OP RELATION MAY LEAD TO ESTRANGEMENT RATHER 
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THAN STRENGTHENED POSITION EOR FAR EASTERN VARIETIES 
OE COMMUNISM IN ZAIRE, IT IS NEVERTHELESS, EVEN WITH MORE 
DANGEROUS SOVIETS IN DOGHOUSE, FAR FROM UNALLOYED 
BLESSING. 

2. OUR OEFER OE SPECIAL MILITARY STUDY MISSION HAS BEEN 
CONVEYED TO TOP LEVELS GOZ AND WE ARE TOLD IT IS APPRECIATED, 
BUT MISSION AND OEEER OE ARMS ON COMMERCIAL TERMS IS 

NO MATCH EOR LONG TERM INTEREST-FREE MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
LOAN COMPLETE WITH TRAINING TEAM. SOUTH KOREANS SEEM TO 
BE UNABLE TO RESPOND EEEECTIVELY (SEE KINSHASA 9645). TIME 
IS SHORT AND INDEED IT MAY BE TOO LATE TO DO ANYTHING 
EEEECTIVE BUT MORE I PONDER SITUATION, MORE I AM INCLINED 
TO THINK SOUTH KOREANS SHOULD SNAP OUT OP IT, COME 
PORWARD BOTH WITH PORMAL INVITATION TO VISIT SEOUL BEPORE 
OR AFTER PYONGYANG AND IF THEY OR WE WANT TO TRY TO HOLD 
POSITION HERE AND PERHAPS MORE WIDELY IN AFRICA, SEOUL 
SHOULD COUPLE INVITATION WITH EXPRESSION OP WILLINGNESS 
TO EXPLORE SERIOUSLY THEIR OWN MILITARY ASSISTANCE 
PROGRAM HERE. MOBUTU MAY BE LOCKED IN ON NORTH 
KOREAN GAMBIT BUT UNLESS ANOTHER OPTION IS AT LEAST 
WAVED UNDER HIS NOSE, WE HAVE NO WAY OP TESTING HIM. 

WE KNOW THERE IS SOME OPPOSITION WITHIN ZAIRE ESTABLISHMENT 
TO NORTH KOREAN MOVE. THUS, RAPID WELL-BAITED OEFER 
PROM SEOUL COULD EVOKE INTEREST. 

3. TO CONCLUDE, LET ME SAY THAT WHILE WE HAVE NO 
SUPPORTING EVIDENCE, I WOULD GUESS THAT SOVIET ACTION WAS 
TRIGGERED BY INDICATIONS THAT MOBUTU CONDITIONED HIS 
WILLINGNESS TO ACCEPT MILITARY ASSISTANCE FROM MOSCOW 
AND CIVIL AVAIATION AGREEMENT OPENING KINSHASA TO AEROPLOT 
ON SOVIET WILLINGNESS TO DROP NETO AS THEIR MAN TO RUN 
ANGOLA. WHILE THIS IS HIGHLY SPECULATIVE, THERE IS NOT 
SLIGHTEST DOUBT IN MY MIND BUT THAT ANGOLA IS ABSOLUTELY 
CENTRAL TO MOBUTU'S CALCULATIONS AND MANEUVERS. JUST AS HE 
BROUGHT PRC IN TO SUPPLY AND TRAIN PNLA FORCES, HE IS NOW 
SEEKING HEDGE HIS PAIRLY STRONG NEGOTIATING POSITION BY 
IMPROVING STATUS OF ZAIRIAN ARMED PORCES EVEN AT PRICE 

OP DEAL WITH NORTH KOREAN COMMUNITSTS. 
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4. AS INDICATED ABOVE, UNLESS AS I JUDGE HIGHLY UNLIKELY, 

US CAN DO MORE, COMPETITIVE OPTION COULD ONLY BE PUT 
TOGETHER IN SEOUL. 

HINTON 
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